
257 Shark Conservation 
Instructors who educated 
495 dive students around 
the globe to protect 
our sharks

We celebrate you and can’t thank you enough! You can help continue this 
work in 2016 and beyond. Visit projectaware.org to discover more!
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2015 IN REVIEW

thank 
you!

Together we’ve mobilized, influenced, 
activated and inspired for change!

4,109 divers in 58 
countries, who 
removed and reported 
91,972 items of debris

273 PADI Instructors
who trained 618 Dive 
Against Debris students 
to tackle the debris crisis

Divers share a deep connection with the ocean. You can make 

a difference for ocean protection every time you dive, travel and more.

Be a Buoyancy Expert
Underwater plants and animals are more fragile than they appear. The 

of coral growth, damage a plant or harm an animal. Streamline your scuba 

and photo gear, keep your dive skills sharp, perfect your underwater photo 

be aware of your body, dive gear and photo equipment to avoid contact with 

the natural environment.

Be a Role Model day. Regardless of 

your experience level, be sure to set a good example for others when inter-

acting with the environment – while underwater and on land.  

Take Only Photos - Leave Only Bubbles

Nearly everything natural found underwater is alive or will be used by a 

living creature. If you take a coral, shell or animal, you can disturb the deli -

cate balance and add to the depletion of dive sites for future generations.

Protect Underwater Life
Choose not to touch, feed, handle, chase or ride anything underwater. Your 

actions may stress the animal, interrupt feeding and mating behavior or 

provoke aggressive behavior. Understand and respect underwater life and 

follow all local laws and regulations.

Become a Debris Activist 
An astonishing amount of waste makes its way underwater, reaching even 

the most remote ocean areas. Once there, it kills wildlife, destroys habitats 

and threatens our health and economy. Don’t let your dives go to waste. 

Remove and report what doesn’t belong underwater every time you dive. 

Make a conscious effort to buy green, buy local and, when possible, buy 

less.

PROJECTAWARE.ORG

10 Tips for Divers to 
Protect the Ocean Planet
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10 Tips for Divers to Protect the Ocean Planet

4,011 divers who signed 
the pledge to follow 10 
Tips for Divers to 
Protect the Ocean

Asking industry to 
work with non-profits 
to stop plastics from 
entering the ocean

You were part of the
#BeneaththeWaves 
campaign highlighting 
the impact of 
marine debris

#OurOcean2015
conference

Mobilized Influenced Inspired

ActivatedA call by the Seas At 
Risk Alliance for a 50% 
reduction target for 
marine litter in the 
European Seas 
by 2020

The World Ocean 
Summit, bringing the 
underwater perspective 
to the table

A protest against a 
rollback of the world’s 
largest marine protected 
area in Australia

A united push towards a 
stronger finning ban within 
the North Atlantic Fisheries 
Organization area

Important progress by
the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission 
to safeguard manta 
& devil rays

Empowered 31,061 divers 
& ocean advocates to take 
action locally, using 
our resources

Fueled the work of an 
emergency marine debris 
removal crew in Vanuatu 
post Cyclone Pam

Your support enabled 
11,419 conservationists 
to discover type, 
quantities and location 
of debris underwater

A push to strengthen the 
shark finning ban, put 
caps on catches of blue 
and short fin mako sharks 
and protect porbeagles 
in the Atlantic

Thanks to 221,649 social 
media fans who learned 
about conservation & 
helped spread the news

18,551 people who 
learned about the ugly 
journey of our trash 
from land to ocean

336 dive centers &
instructors who 
supported ocean 
protection through the 
100% AWARE partnership


